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Toastmasters Offers Scholarships For Unemployed
Boston West Toastmasters is offering five scholarships to the unemployed who want to improve their speaking and leadership skills.  These scholarships, underwritten by Robin Samora, owner and president of  Partner Promotions, cover the annual membership dues for the winners.

“My involvement in Toastmasters began about six months ago, when I was looking to sharpen my public speaking skills”, said Samora.  “The results have been phenomenal, and I have always believed that we need to ‘pay it forward’ when we can, and help others. These scholarships make such sense –  to give extra training to someone looking for a job.  Everyone can use a boost of self-confidence, and especially when they’re out of a job”.
“At Toastmasters”, Samora continues, “members critique you with compassion. You can’t help but learn from others, and improve at the same time. Everyone is afraid in the beginning, and no one is a perfect speaker.  The skills you’ll learn will help you, everyday in your life”. 

Samora said that as she is out and about in her day, she looks for great recruits for her marketing and events business.  Presentation, self-confidence, and being genuine are key elements for working at her company.  “As a business owner, I am constantly on the lookout for new talent to help at events, and promote my client’s products and services”.
“Ultimately, I’d love for other businesses to step up to the plate, and ‘pay it forward’ in any way they can to help the unemployed”, Samora said. “These scholarships are a small gesture really, but a little goes a long way.  The gift of self-confidence can make such a difference when you’re feeling down”. 
The Toastmasters organization is held in high regard in business circles, and has been around for more than 84 years.  It offers a proven – and enjoyable – way to practice and hone communication and leadership skills.  The environment is friendly and supportive, and the self-paced program allows members to build confidence with each speaking assignment.

To enter the contest for a free membership to Boston West Toastmasters, applicants should write an essay on “How Toastmasters Will Improve Their Life”.  The essay should be no longer than one page, and creative expression is encouraged. Essays should be mailed to:  Boston West Toastmasters Scholarship, c/o Robin Samora, 201 Neponset Valley Parkway #66, Boston, MA  02137. Entries must be received by November, 15, 2009.

For more details on Boston West Toastmasters, visit www.bwtoastmasters.com.  An Open House is scheduled for Monday, November 9, where those interested can attend a meeting, observe a speech and learn more about membership.  Boston West Toastmasters meets twice monthly, on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month, at 7:30pm.  Meetings are held at Christ Episcopal Church, 1153 Highland Avenue, Needham, Massachusetts.  
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